LIT 499-06
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Travel Writing invEawrly Americo
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Dr. Michele Tawter

Inthis time of “Covid Confinement,” we seek nothing move thauwv stories of travel and
adventure. This reseowch-intensive seminow will explorve the literawy traditionw of early
Americon women who- dawred to-break out of domestic confinement and travel, against all
odds. A womawn onwthe rond—be it v dusty dint pathvthwough the forest or av treacherouws
mountoinv Uff traill—faced enormows obstacles and challenges on the Americau frontier.
Writing about their adventures, these authory sealed the final "transgression': they shawed
their dowing featy publicly for all the world to-see. We will look at av vawriety of women's
autobiographies to-analyze the gevwe of womew's trawvel writing in eawly Americoi tales of
Indiowv captivity and rescue, Quaker trawveling ministers jouwrnals, cross-dressed women's
Revolutionoary wowr thwillers, slave nowrvatives from the Underground Railroad; and
indigenous and white women's memoirs of westwowrd expansion. We will conclude the
couwrse by reading o Americon womowv'y contemporawy memoir of solo-trovel,
considering how this literary tradition has evolved over the centuries.
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